Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time: 9/7/14—5:00 PM, 10:00 AM, and 12:00 Noon (& LU)
    It’s so clear, so clear. Today Jesus gives us very measured instructions about what to do when someone offends us. First, you talk with that person privately. If that doesn’t work, bring someone along. If that doesn’t work, then you refer it to the wider community. If that doesn’t work, then you treat that person as you would a Gentile or tax collector, so says Jesus. It is a very measured instruction, but, unfortunately it’s probably the most ignored of all of Jesus’ words. So often we do exactly the opposite: when someone offends us, we go and immediately tell everyone, treating the offender as a gentile or tax collector, skipping the other two steps.
     Earlier this week, I went online and found some very interesting quotes about gossip. Get a load of these: 
· Whoever gossips to you will gossip about you.—a Spanish proverb.   
· Gossip is sometimes referred to as halitosis of the mind.—author unknown      
· The only time people dislike gossip is when you gossip about them.–Will Rogers  
· Strong minds discuss ideas, average minds discuss events, weak minds discuss people.―Socrates 
· Some say our national pastime is baseball. Not me. It's gossip. -- Erma Bombeck
· Gossip can be entertaining: occasionally, I've heard the most fascinating things about myself I never knew.
· Trying to squash a rumor is like trying to unring a bell. -- Shana Alexander 
But this one is especially good: It topples governments, wrecks marriages, ruins careers, busts reputations, causes heartaches, nightmares, indigestion, spawns suspicion, generates grief, dispatches innocent people to cry in their pillows. Even its name hisses. Do you know what is it? It’s called gossip. Office gossip, Shop gossip. Party gossip. It makes headlines and headaches. Before you repeat a story ask yourself: Is it true? Is it fair? Is it necessary?  Ouch, and how true!
     My purpose here, though, is not to focus on how we all so easily abuse the gift of speech by our gossiping, but my purpose is to focus on St. Paul’s words today from his letter to the Romans where he says, Owe nothing to anyone, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law,…“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no evil to the neighbor; hence, love is the fulfillment of the law. In light of his words about love, we each need to ask ourselves: how can I better use my gift of speech as an instrument of the love that I owe another person? 
     As with so many other aspects of our faith, using of our gift of speech in a more loving way has to do with the Eucharist, with our reception of Jesus in Communion. If we truly believe that we actually receive the living Jesus onto our tongues when we receive Communion, Jesus who, by our receiving him, in a sense, anoints our tongues, how could it ever even cross our minds to say something that is the opposite of the Jesus we receive? 
     I’m sure that we all are very familiar with the initials, “WWJD?” that is, “What would Jesus do?” As a way of helping us to speak as Jesus speaks, I suggest that we, especially in the conflicted moments of life, keep these initials in mind but with a slight change putting an “S” in place of the “D” so these initials become “WWJS?,” “What would Jesus say?”
     
Some extra quotes/thoughts on gossip:
Insecure people only eclipse your sun because they’re jealous of your daylight and tired of their dark, starless nights.--Shannon L. Alder   	Gossip, as usual, was one-third right and two-thirds wrong.― L.M. Montgomery   
No one gossips about other people’s secret virtues. ― Bertrand Russell     Gossip is the Devil's radio.— George Harrison  
Gossip is the art of saying nothing in a way that leaves practically nothing unsaid. -- Walter Winchell     Nothing travels faster than light, with the possible exception of bad news, which follows its own rules. -- Douglas Adams
[bookmark: _GoBack]
St. Philip Neri: The story is told of St. Philip Neri (1515–1595) that he gave a most unusual penance to a novice who was guilty of spreading malicious gossip. He told him to take a feather pillow to the top of a church tower on a blustery day and there release all the feathers to the wind. Then he was to come down from the tower, collect all the feathers dispersed over the far countryside, and put them back into the pillow. Of course, the poor novice couldn’t do it, and that was precisely Philip’s point about the great evil of tale bearing. Slander and calumny have a way of spreading to the four winds and, once released, can never be completely recalled. Even when accusations are firmly nailed as false, the reputations of those falsely accused bear a lingering taint. “Oh yes,” it is vaguely said, “wasn’t he once accused of . . . ” 
