Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time—9/22/13; all Masses
     I want to show you a very special video. This weekend we begin our three week process of reflection on Stewardship. When I first received this YouTube video several months ago, it struck me how perfect it would be for our Stewardship Renewal process. The first few moments in involve a little girl speaking about imagination (please don’t be distracted as she picks her nose), but the speaker during the rest of the video is Brother David Steindl-Rast, a Benedictine monk who is a very well-known spiritual author who offers here some very beautiful thoughts. He might be a bit difficult to understand because he is Austrian, and he speaks with a German accent. However, you will find the text of his words in today’s bulletin along with the link for this video so you can view it again on your own. 

     (After showing the video, I continue:)  “You’re fired!,”  words Donald Trump made famous on his TV show “The Apprentice.” I don’t know that there are anymore frightful words in any language and in any century than those words, “You’re fired!” From our own experience in hearing them, we can easily understand why the steward in today’s gospel responds as he does; it’s a question of survival, and he dedicates himself to surviving.  

     Jesus holds this steward up as an example for us in our attempts to survive when it comes to living our faith. Simply put, faith cannot survive without gratitude. As I mentioned earlier, with this weekend, we have entered into our three week long time of reflection on Stewardship. But, rather than this simply being a time for our parish to recruit people to new ministries or rather than this being a time to get people to be more generous with their  finances, at its heart, stewardship is all about survival, for faith cannot survive nor can it grow in a heart that is not grateful. This time of Stewardship Renewal prompts us to ask ourselves, what place does gratitude play in my life? In other words, how central is gratitude to my life?  

     In a moment, we will hear from our parishioner Dawn Baker about the Stewardship of Time and Talent. Two weeks from now, we will hear from our parishioner Mark Riordan about the Stewardship of Treasure. During these next several weeks, it is my hope that all of us will take some time to think about the importance of gratitude in our lives. As Brother David says in the video we just saw, may we all experience the wonderful gift that every day is, and may our “only appropriate response” always be “gratefulness.”    

The text of Brother David Steindl-Rast’s narration of “A Good Day”: 
View the video at https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?feature=player_embedded&v=nj2ofrX7jAk
You think that this is just another day in your life… It’s not just another day. It’s the one day that is given to you – today… It’s given to you. It’s a gift. It’s the only gift that you have right now… …and the only appropriate response is gratefulness. If you do nothing else but to cultivate that response to the great gift that this unique day is… If you learn to respond as if it were the first day in your life and the very last day then you will have spent this day very well. Begin by opening your eyes, and be surprised that you have eyes you can open That incredible array of colors that is constantly offered to us for our pure enjoyment. Look at the sky. We so rarely look at the sky. We so rarely note how different it is from moment to moment, with clouds coming and going. We just think of the weather, and even with the weather we don’t think of all the many nuances of weather… We just think of “good weather” and “bad weather.” This day, right now, with its unique weather, maybe a kind that will never exactly in that form come again.. The formation of clouds in the sky will never be the same as it is right now… Open your eyes.  Look at that. Look at the faces of people whom you meet. Each one has an incredible story behind their face, a story that you could never fully fathom. Not only their own story, but the story of their ancestors. We all go back so far…  And in this present moment on this day, all the people you meet, all that life from generations and from so many places all over the world flows together and meets you here like a life giving water if you only open your heart and drink. Open your heart to the incredible gifts that civilization gives to us. You flip a switch and there is electric light. You turn a faucet and there is warm water, and cold water, and drinkable water… a gift that millions and millions in the world will never experience. So these are just a few of an enormous number of gifts to which you can open your heart. And so I am wishing you will open your heart to all these blessings and let them flow through you. That everyone you will meet on this day will be blessed by you, just by your eyes, by your smile, by your touch, just by your presence. Let the gratefulness overflow into blessing all around you. Then it will REALLY be a good day. 
