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26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 



         

     Deacon Mark McCarthy
September 30, 2012
Numbers 11:25-29
James 5:1-6
Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48
When I was young my parents especially my mom would often sit me down and talk to me in a way I would describe as a lecture.  The talks were on such topics like how to behave when I was going on a sleepover, my attitude about driving- being safe and not sorry, or how to treat a girl on a date.  
Hearing the readings of today, I feel like I just got three separate lectures:  

The first lecture on the subject of attitude – my status is not above or better than others who are striving to follow the ways of Christ just because I am a catholic or even a cleric.  
The second on the subject of possessions – things and especially money are the way of the world and not the way of Christ.  I cannot buy eternal happiness with my stored up treasures.   
The third is behavior – actions speak louder than words.  Beware of what the nuns who taught me in grade school called scandal; that is, behavior that tempts or leads others away from God to the destruction of sin.       
All though the theme of each of these “lectures” may seem somewhat unrelated, I suggest to you that they are closely linked to the common theme of true Discipleship. Each contains very specific points or attributes that I and maybe you need to make a part of ourselves and our lives if we are to be a true disciple of Christ. 

One of these attributes is acceptance, not tolerance but genuine acceptance of others that may be different from me or not a part of “the group”.  So in this light then, the question is, who in my life am I only tolerating and refusing to embrace as Jesus would?  
Concerning possessions, neither you nor I may be one of those rich and famous that James spoke of in the second reading.  But I have to ask myself: “Has my pursuit of the creature comforts and earthly wealth caused me to turn a deaf ear or be blind to the needs of others? 
And then there is my influence on the little ones, not just a child but a husband, wife, brother, sister, friend, and even quite possibly a total stranger who is easily influenced or unsure what is the right way.  Are my attitudes and behaviors the cause emotional or spiritual injury?  Do they direct them down the wrong path?
 Today’s readings may very well be a lecture on the dos and don’ts of discipleship.  But more than that, they are a challenge to me and to you to examine, daily, my attitudes and behaviors to see if I am truly following the lived example of Jesus in my life.  And if not, what changes am I going make in order to be a true disciple of Christ? 
