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27th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Cycle C)

October 1, 2016
Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4 

2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14

Luke 17:5-10 

The is no doubt in my mind that first part of both the first reading and the gospel have the potential for setting the tone for many a homily with faith and the need for it in being a disciple as the operative word and thought.  But as prominent as it is, I suggest there is a stronger undertone in both of these passages that is even more critical to the type and quality of our discipleship.  This undertone can only be described as expectation.    

In the first reading, as is implied by the words of Habakkuk, “I cry for help, I cry out to you” the prophet obviously did have a strong faith in God.  But his words “you do not listen, you do not intervene” clear indicate that he also had high expectations of God.  He expected God to respond to his plea and change his world.  And what is more, to make it happen now!
In the gospel, it is also obvious from the words of the apostles “increase our faith” that they too had faith.  But like Habakkuk, they also had expectations of God as a result of their faith.  Just because they were faithful and loyal disciples, they expected Jesus to open their eyes, to make it possible for them to be the disciples they wanted to be.  They expected him to do it all, increase their faith as they.  And again, do it now.   
I dare say that most if not all of us have expectations of God similar to Habakkuk and the apostles.  We often wait until times are at their worst or when our struggles are almost too much to bear and then we fall back on our faith.  Jesus increase my faith so I have the trust you are listening to and will respond to my prayer.  And by the way, please do it quickly.  In short we are asking for and expecting a miracle.

My friends, I suggest that faith is a free gift of love from God.  It does not entitle us to have expectations of benefits or rewards.  A relationship built on love does not allow us to claim to anything from the other.  Rather it places a responsibility on us.  

Faith is more than asking God to do something about the condition of our world and sitting back waiting for it to happen.  Living a life of faith is doing something.  We cannot expect God to change our world as did Habakkuk.   If it is going to happen then I have to be a part of it. I need to live each and every day by being less me centered, by being more forgiving, more understanding and most of all more accepting. 

Faith is more than saying I am a follower of Christ, that I am a Catholic and expecting it to simply increase and grow stronger on its own.  It is watering and nurturing it by living a life allowing my everyday actions to change the lives of others and allowing me to see its impact. 

Faith is more than my own personal relationship with God.  It is living and interacting within a community of believers so that they might see and experience God’s love in their lives.  It is a life that imitates Jesus as servant and not just when it is comfortable or convenient.

In a moment we will be hearing from Keri Skeeters about stewardship which is the opportunity for each of us to live out our faith without expectations. 

As we continue our Eucharist, let us pray for each other and especially for ourselves for an increase in faith realizing that it is a gift of love from God – a gift that is a way of life to be lived and shared for the benefit of each other and the world – a gift as St. Paul said in the second reading “To be stirred into flame”.

