Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time: 10/4/15
—at all Masses along with our Stewardship Lay Witnesses
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     (I will begin by jingling my set of keys into the lectern’s microphone.) Keys. We all have lots of them. Having a key gives us access while the lack of a key keeps us outside. 
     It’s not only that way with our homes, our cars, our bicycles, our safety deposit boxes, and the like, but it’s also that way with joy. By “joy,” I don’t mean “happiness” because joy is much deeper and more lasting than happiness. Joy comes from a sense of wellbeing, from knowing that I am loved by God no matter what and, therefore, that I have a worth that cannot be taken from me, meaning that joy can be present even when happiness is not. When it comes to gaining access to joy, there are two keys we need: the first is humility and the second is gratitude. (I will have two keys with those words attached to them, holding up each as necessary.)
     By humility, I mean the realization that everything is ultimately a gift from God: my existence, my living at this time in history, my being born to the people I call my parents, my relationships, my abilities—we all have little, if anything, to do in gaining them. But intimately tied to humility is gratitude, a deep and overwhelming thankfulness that goes well beyond words. While God gives us both keys, humility and gratitude giving us access to joy, unfortunately we often misplace or lose those keys so we go searching all over looking for them while they really are under our noses all the time. 
     Stewardship helps us to again find those keys. Today, as part of our three weekend long process of Stewardship Renewal, we are going to hear from our parishioners Celeste and Chuck Leuck and what stewardship means to them. How fitting it is that they, as a married couple, are going to speak to us on this Sunday when Jesus speaks to us about marriage. 

