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29th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Cycle C)




         Deacon Mark
October 16, 2016
Exodus 17:8-13 

2 Timothy 3:14 - 4:2
Luke 18:1-8 

In our second reading we heard a phrase, that to me is the predominant theme or message of our readings today.  “Be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient.” More to the point, be persistent in prayer whether it is convenient or inconvenient. And no matter what, remained faithful to what you learned and believe.    

For me, the words of the first reading paint a vivid and inspiring image of this theme.  Moses, as did Aaron and Hur, remained faithful to what they learned and believed, namely that God was with the Israelites and would deliver them to the Promise Land.  Moses took the staff, the same one that in faith and trust in God turned into a serpent at Pharaoh’s feet, that turned the river and all the waters of Egypt into blood, that parted the Red Sea, that produced water from the rock, that as the symbol of his prayer, so long as the Israelite army could see it held high, would remove the final road block to the Promise Land, Amalek and his army.  They remained faithful to what they learned and believed and were so persistent in prayer that when Moses became weary, too weary to continue his mission alone, Aaron and Hur placed a stone for Moses to sit on and held his arms up so he might continue.
I am certainly not as old as Moses, but at times I too can become weary of raising my arms in prayer, of remaining faithful to what I have learned and believe, even to the point of questioning, why in continue, why put forth the effort, is God listening, is he ever going to answer my plea?  It would certainly be more convenient to just throw the towel in and quit.  But as I said this image of Moses, Aaron and Hur is inspiring.  Moses needed a little help from his friends to continue his mission.  So what makes me think I can and need to go it alone when I have brothers and sisters, a faith community that can and will help hold up my arms?  As disciples, like Moses, we all have a mission so why not enlist the aid of each other, our faith community at those times when we become weary?

Our gospel today is another exemplary example of our need for persistence in our prayer.  But we must be careful for it also contains a bit of “buyer beware”.  So often as we listen to the passage even though the judge’s shameless character is clearly revealed, because of his position of authority and power, there can be a tendency for him to be perceived or related to as a God figure.  It is from this prospective that it is possible to acquire the incorrect notion that if we are persistent in our prayer to the point of being relentless in our petitioning of God, he will become impatient from our constant harassment, finally pay attention and listen to us, and eventually, even though reluctantly, give in to what we want.
My friends, I suggest to you that this perception of persistence in prayer is nowhere close to being accurate.  Persistence in prayer is not for the conversion of God to our way of thinking, to doing our will but rather for the conversion of us to accept and live out his will, his plan for us.  

Persistence in prayer is to follow Paul’s instruction to Timothy - to remain faithful to what we have learned and believe whether it is convenient or inconvenient. But even though the level of widow’s persistence is what we are all called to, we can and do at times become weary because we are unable to see and hear God’s response to our plea not because of age like Moses but because our world casts a vale over our eyes and mutes the sound of his voice. 

It is at those times when we need to rely on our faith community, the Aarons and Hurs present in in the pews with us each week, to support us in our need.  And it is at those times we too are called to be Aaron and Hur for our brothers and sisters.  

We gather as community around the table of the Lord because we are faithful to what we have learned and believe, that Jesus loves and cares about us.  We gather to be Jesus to one another. As we continue our Eucharist let our prayer be for persistent for ourselves and each other!           
