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2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time






Deacon Mark 
January 18, 2015
1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19
1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20
John 1:35-42

The words of our first reading are oh so powerful and poignant: “Here I am”; “Speak Lord your servant is listening”.  There is no doubt that one could develop a 45 minute homily on those two phrases alone.  I was tempted but decided to have mercy on you, so it is only 30 minutes.  Not really.  Actually there was another concept that attracted my attention.  And that is parallels; parallels between the first reading, the gospel and discipleship.  There is definitely a common thread linking them all together.

To begin with, there is Samuel. Like John the Baptist, Samuel was a first born son being born to a woman named Hannah, who just like Elizabeth the mother of John, was thought to be barren.  And as was the case of John the Baptist, the Lord was with Samuel not permitting any word of his to be without effect.  Both Samuel and John the Baptist were in essence great prophets of their times.  


There is another parallel between these two readings and it is Eli, the priest of the Temple and John the Baptist.  Both men were in fact mentors who played a pivotal role in directing and guiding their disciples to look and listen for the Lord and to not only let him enter into their lives but to give their lives over to him.  This gives rise to a question for each of us: “How open am I to following the advice of my mentor be it parent, teacher, friend or advisor, to listening for the call of God and to being open to giving my life over to the will of God?  Food for thought!

  In the gospel there is another parallel.  This is the parallel of John the Baptist and Andrew.  John by saying “Behold the Lamb of God” introduced Andrew and the other disciple to Jesus.  After spending but a day with Jesus, Andrew went off in search of his brother Simon and upon finding him, said we have found the Messiah. Then Andrew brought him and introduced Simon to Jesus.  

There are two very noteworthy aspects of this parallel.  The first is the awareness and knowledge of who Jesus really is, the Lamb of God, the Messiah, because of the personal relationship each man had with Jesus.  And the second which is probably more striking is that because of the significance of their personal relationship with Jesus, John and Andrew were driven, as it where, to introduce their friends and family to Jesus.  
Taking these two aspects together, it is sort of like finding a great restaurant, discovering the perfect vacation spot, like seeing an amazing movie or even hearing a super joke and sharing it with your family and friends.  Here again, this parallel gives rise to a question for each of us: “Is my personal relationship with Jesus something so awesome that I can’t contain the overwhelming need to share it with others, especially family and friends?”  More food for thought!

There is yet another parallel between John the Baptist and Andrew.  It can be described using a modern day cliché, by saying both men were willing to play second fiddle.  How many times do we hear John saying such things Jesus is the bridegroom, I must decrease and he must increase, and I baptize with water, he with the Spirit?  And Andrew, by today’s gospel account was a disciple before Peter. But it was always Peter, James and John who seemed to be the inner circle of disciples.  Yet Andrew remained faithful to his calling of bringing and introducing others to Jesus.  This poses still another question for us or maybe I should say our ego.  Do I need to be the center of attention, the focus of my life and relationships?  Does my world revolve around my needs and wants or my relationship with God?

My friends, as always our readings pose significant challenges and considerations for me and maybe for you:

· Am I recognizing God’s voice and am I responding “Here I am Lord, your servant is listening?  
· Is my personal relationship with Jesus inspiring me to lead and introduce others to Jesus or be content to simply keep the commandments?

· In short, is my life one of daily active discipleship or passive?
My brothers and sisters, like Samuel, John the Baptist. Andrew and all the other apostles, each of us has been chosen and called.  The question is how will I respond! 
