2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time: 1/17/16—all Masses

     Sir Winston Churchill, the late Prime Minister of Great Britain, once described the Soviet Union as being “a riddle wrapped in a mystery inside an enigma.” I sometimes get that same feeling when reading any of the passages from St. John’s Gospel. One world-renowned Bible scholar wrote this about St. John’s Gospel, “More symbolism is found in John than in the other Gospels. More attention is called to the spiritual significance of apparently routine happenings and to the fuller meaning of words and events. Such symbolism is an integral part of (his) Gospel and must be considered in interpreting John’s chronology and his juxtaposition of events” (JBC p. 419). This sounds somewhat like Winston Churchill’s description of the Soviet Union if you ask me. Today’s passage about the wedding feast of Cana is a good case in point.

     Please let me put my teacher’s hat on for a few moments to explain some of those deeper meanings I came across in researching this passage earlier this week. 1) This reading begins with the words “on the third day” which scholars interpret as evoking the memory of the reader of the Lord’s resurrection on the “third day” after his death. 2) Jesus’ referring to his mother as “woman” refers back to Eve in the account of creation, Eve who was the mother of all the living and Mary who is a figure for the Church, the new Eve. 3) Mary is pictured here as an intercessor for this new couple and, even more so, we are reminded that she is an intercessor for us. 4) Mary’s words to the servants of “Do whatever he tells you” are a reminder of Moses’ words in Exodus (19:8) “Everything the Lord has said we will do.” 5) Jesus’ turning the water in those jars into wine by simply speaking points to his power as God in the first chapter of the Book of Genesis when God creates by simply speaking. 6) That all this happens at a wedding, the creation of a new family, points to Jesus as the Messiah and the coming of a new age.

     As powerful as all of these insights are, the one comment that most attracted my attention was when one of the commentators I read wrote this about those six stone water jars: “There are six jars, one short of the perfect number of completion. The jars are made of stone, reminding readers of their covenant written in stone — and perhaps their own hearts of stone.” 

     Now let me take off my teacher’s hat and put back on the hat of the homilist. That comment about those six stone water jars reminding the reader of their own hearts of stone led me to ask myself: How often are our hearts only like half-full jars of water? How often are our hearts like stone? 

     Jesus came to turn our ordinary lives and our hearts of stone into hearts full of love, full of gratitude, full of hope.   Jesus is always trying to turn our hearts from hearts of stone into living hearts of love through the beauty of a star-filled night and through the beauty of a blue cloudless sky. Jesus is always trying to turn our hearts from hearts of stone into living hearts of love through every glass of cold water we drink and through the caring smiles of people who love us. Jesus is always trying to turn our hearts from hearts of stone into living hearts of love whenever we gaze upon his wounds pictured on the cross, whenever we hear his word proclaimed in Scripture, whenever we respond to that word with words of thanks and praise. 

     It seems to me that our prayer everyday should be, Lord, please take my half-filled heart, please take my heart of stone, and transform it into a heart full of love as your heart is full of love for me.
