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Second Sunday of Advent (Cycle A)





Deacon Mark
December 4, 2016
Isaiah 11:1-10
Romans 15:4-9
Matthew 3:1-12
Tis definitely the season!  Just look around and smell the aroma in the air.  Glistening decorations on neighborhood houses and in yards, on sales floors from home improvement stores to automobile show rooms; the fragrant smell of freshly cut pine trees, Yule logs and scented candles a glow; radio and TV commercials as frequent and almost as overwhelming as the political ones just a few short weeks ago.  

Here in this church, and other churches, the sights and smells such as purple adornments, Advent wreaths, pine scent and incense.  Even today’s readings, in particular the first reading and the Gospel, like Christmas music on the radio, are for me the sounds of the season even though we only hear them only once every three years on the Second Sunday of Advent.  Their words are almost as familiar as the lyrics to “O Come All Ye Faithful” or “Twas the Night before Christmas”.

All of these sights, sounds and smells, not only point to what lies ahead but also encourages and even warns us to prepare.  Commercially, for the joy and happiness of gift giving and receiving, and spiritually, for the coming of Christ.
And as I thought about all this, I had what you might call an off-the-wall thought.  There are a couple of “Tis the Season” decorations that even thought I have never seen, I think are as much a part of the season as any other.  Have your ever seen a John the Baptist figurine, on the mantle or maybe near the tree?  I was thinking something like an elf figurine but a man with long scraggly hair, camel hair clothes and a leather belt.  And what about one of those decorative scrolls or wall hangings that instead of containing the words “Peace on Earth” in fancy script, has on it the words “Repent for the Kingdom is at Hand”.

The little figurine of John the Baptist on our mantle would be a reminder of the “hoped-for” happiness, peace and joy in first reading that people of Judah some 800 years before the birth of Christ envisioned their promised king would provide for them.  The same happiness, peace, and joy we today still long for and that the commercial world promises but can’t deliver.  It is only available in the Kingdom. 
And this little figurine of John the Baptist would also be cause to consider, for a moment, history; in particular, the pregnancies of Elizabeth and Mary and the reality that John the Baptist was probably only six or so months older than Jesus.  This meant that Christmas, the birth of Jesus, had already taken place as much as thirty years prior.  So, consequently the promised king had already come at the time John was preaching which means that the Kingdom was not only at hand, but is present here and now.


So, the decorative scroll or wall hanging with its fancy script “Repent the Kingdom is at Hand” would not be just a trite or seasonal saying, but in reality, a call to action for each of us who wants to experience the happiness, the joy and the peace of the Kingdom.   It is the same call to the action that John issued to the “brood of vipers”, namely to repent, produce good fruit.

  
Repent is a word I and maybe you shy away from because I know I am a sinner yet it is difficult to say or admit it.  But what is good fruit?  
My friends, I suggest that is making time for a little more prayer, seeking as well as giving forgiveness, looking for Jesus not in a manger but in the face of each other.  It is total and complete surrendering of self to God.  It is an “all in” sort of a thing, not holding back and maintaining control of a small part of ourselves, our life just in case it doesn’t work out the way we want.  It is having complete faith, hope and trust in the love and mercy of our God, that through Him, in Him and with Him we will experience the true happiness, joy and peace of the kingdom. 
The kingdom is truly at hand. Let us prepare the way and make straight the path.  We can choose the worlds path to peace, joy and happiness which we know is short lived, or we can choose the God’s path which provides peace, joy and happiness not only today but for all eternity.  You have heard the expression: “Choose Wisely”.          

