3rd Sunday of Lent: 3/4/18—5:00 PM, 7:30 and 11:30 AM
     A stack of coins. It’s amazing what you can create with a little bit of Scotch tape, but in making this stack of coins, I can’t tell you how many times I knocked this stack over only to have to start stacking it again.
     Vinko Bogataj, Vinko Bogataj—please remember that name. 
     Many years ago a man I knew taught me a few Russian phrases. One phrase was “Kahk dela,” which means “How are you?”  What I also remember being told that one of the answers to “Kahk dela” is the word “plo pah” which, in Russian, he said “meant exactly as it sounds” which, I presume, meant “terrible.” It strikes me that one English word that means as it sounds is the word “spill.” I don’t know about you, but, whenever I hear that word “spill,” shivers run down my spine. We speak of oil spills, spilling a hot cup of coffee in one’s lap, and taking a spill on an icy side walk, and then there is Vinko Bogataj. Do you remember the way that ABC’s Wide World of Sports used to begin their program? There would be the voice of announcer Jim McKay who would say, “Spanning the globe to bring you the constant variety of sports... the thrill of victory... and the agony of defeat... the human drama of athletic competition... This is ABC's Wide World of Sports! “The agony of defeat”…Vinko Bogataj was the ski jumper who took that spill which became “the agony of defeat,” and what a spill it was!
[bookmark: _GoBack]     We hear today in the Gospel St. John’s version of the cleansing of the Temple in and hear these words, He made a whip out of cords and drove them all out of the temple area, with the sheep and oxen, and spilled the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. “Spilled the coins of the money changers.” There is one very big difference from St. John’s account of this cleansing and Jesus’ cleansing the Temple as described by Sts. Matthew, Mark, and Luke. They describe it as taking place the week before Jesus’ Passion and Death. In fact, that action becomes the reason why the Jewish officials decide to have him put to death. John, though, places it very early in his Gospel, in Chapter 2, right after Jesus’ first miracle of turning water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana, in other words, three years earlier than the Synoptics. Why did John place is so early? Because John saw this event as descriptive of Jesus’ whole mission: that Jesus came to overturn and, in a sense, to spill the values of regular Judaism in order to show he, Jesus, was bringing something totally new, the Good News of his Father’s love and the Good News of a new kingdom, a kingdom based on love. 
     Lent is the time for us to let Jesus “overturn” our tables and to let him “spill” our coins, that is our cherished habits, our cherished values, our cherished ways which are not in keeping with that Good News and with that Kingdom. Letting Jesus “overturn” our tables and to let him “spill” our coins can be as painful and embarrassing for us as it was for those sellers in the Temple precincts, but letting Jesus “overturn” our tables and to let him “spill” our coins is very important for us so that we may grow as he wishes us to grow. enabling us to become more faithful and more loving sons and daughters of his Father.
     Two weeks ago when Fr. David Meconi was here for our parish mission, he quoted Pope Benedict XVI. In his very first homily as Pope on April 24, 2005, Pope Benedict said, Do not be afraid of Christ! He takes nothing away, and he gives you everything. When we give ourselves to him, we receive a hundredfold in return. Yes, open, open wide the door to Christ, and you will find true life.
     A stack of coins. 
     During this Lent, may we continue to let Jesus overturn the tables and spill the coins of our lives, our cherished habits, our cherished values, our cherished ways but which are not his. As Pope Benedict said, Jesus offers us so much more than they do: the beauty of his love, values that can heal our world, the dignity of being true sons and daughters of his Father, and ultimately eternal life, eternal joy. And what stack of coins, no matter what they are and no matter how cherished, can compare with that?

