Fourth Sunday of Easter--4/21/2013; 5:00 PM, 7:00 and 8:30 AM

(As background, I am using large signs of the words in CAPS as part of this homily, taping each sign to a larger backdrop.)


Very intriguing, very interesting words--again from this reading from the Acts of the Apostles: “The Jews stirred up a persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from their territory. (Yet) the disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit.”   And from the Book of Revelation: “These are the ones who have survived the time of great distress; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” I find both of these quotes to be most intriguing because they state something that seems to be impossible. It seems impossible to be filled with joy when being expelled from a city as well as to make robes white by washing them in blood. Absolutely impossible, but it strikes me that, really, our faith is all about THE IMPOSSIBLE. 


By THE IMPOSSIBLE, I mean God being three yet one, that the Son of God was born among us, that he was born of a virginal mother, that he was able to die on a cross, and that he arose from the dead. 


Yet we BELIEVE IN the impossible. We believe in the fact that that God has made us his sons and daughters, that he shares his life with us making us divine, that God is fully present to us under forms of bread and wine. We believe that every human life has value and dignity. We believe that there are absolute rules we need to live by, like the Ten Commandments.


And we REJOICE IN the impossible. We rejoice in the fact that God who is the Creator of all and is so beyond us but yet still loves us. We are nothings compared to him, nothing but specs of dust living on a spec of dust we call Earth. Yet he loved us enough to send his Son to experience the horror of death on a cross for us, thereby proving his love for us. We rejoice in that love and in the fact that he not has lived with us but now lives within us.


We also realize that we ARE TO LIVE the impossible, that we are to love as our God loves us, that we are to forgive as our God has forgiven us, that we are to be lights in the midst of absolute darkness, that we are to be the living presence of God on earth, and that we are to bring him to every corner of the earth.


“The Jews stirred up a persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from their territory. (Yet) the disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit.” And “These are the ones who have survived the time of great distress; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” My brothers and sisters, we are people of THE IMPOSSIBLE with the impossible being the very heart of our faith. We BELIEVE IN the impossible. We REJOICE IN the impossible. And we ARE TO LIVE the impossible. If so, then we too will be filled with joy and the Holy Spirit; then we too will be able to wash our robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. And we can have great confidence and trust and faith because the Impossible we believe in, rejoice in, and live is REAL AND TRUE.

