The Fourth Sunday of Lent: 3/30/14—10:00 AM and 12:00 Noon
     	I have here a comic strip from last Friday’s St. Louis Post-Dispatch, a strip entitled “Duplex.” In it, the dog in the strip, Fang, asks his master, named Eno, “What did you give up for Lent?” Now you have to picture in your mind that Eno is stretched out on the sofa with his head buried in his pillow. To that single little question of “What did you give up for Lent?,” Eno, Fang’s master, responds simply, “Movement,” that is, he gave up movement for Lent. That’s what today’s Gospel is really about: “movement” and “the lack of movement.” The blind man moves from referring to Jesus first as “the man” then to him as “a prophet” to then finally to worshipping Jesus. On the other hand, the Pharisees are described as unmoved by Jesus, and they show themselves to be the ones who are truly blind.  
    	A week ago, I saw the movie that won this year’s Academy Award for Best Picture, “12 Years a Slave.” It is really a very moving movie showing the brutality of slavery in our country before the Civil War. What disturbed me most is how in the South slavery was simply assumed to be good and proper and normal. Very few people in the South were against it; it was just accepted by most without question. Viewing that movie reminded me of a display I saw last year on Thomas Jefferson and the topic of slavery at the Missouri Historical Society. It showed Jefferson as a man very much torn by the reality of slavery, but it also described his relationship with the slave Sally Hemmings chronicling the names and later history of the children that that relationship produced. What horrified me was to find out that Jefferson, in his will, directed that, at his death, those same children were to be sold as slaves. In other words, he sold his own children and grandchildren as slaves! Unbelievable! 
	Seeing that movie and that presentation about Jefferson at the History Museum prompted me to ask “what about our time?” What values do we unquestioningly accept in our own time that not those of Jesus like the South accepted slavery? What forms of blindness prevail in our time, attitudes that most of us accept as normal but are really forms of blindness? I’m sure that there are others, but two in particular stick out in my mind. One is our society’s casual attitude toward sex. It’s almost as if anything goes. The individual’s own pleasure rules, which then leads to a similar devaluing of the unborn lives that are conceived through those relationships.  The second, to my mind, is our acceptance of poverty in our country and our world. While the poor in our country have a much better standard of living than other poor people in our world, yet still they are hungry, still they live in substandard housing, still their futures are not what we would choose for ourselves. But, in addition to such “big ticket” issues, there are the more personal areas in our lives which we can so easily hold onto and unquestionably accept, for instance, our anger, the grudge we hold against someone, or our fear to face certain questions in our lives, our fear to make changes in our lives. In light of today’s Gospel, I think we need to ask ourselves “what movement is Jesus calling me to undertake? How is he calling me to grow?”
	This is last year’s Easter candle. As with any candle, the light at the top softens the wax. This candle represents you and me. We are often hard like the wax of this candle. Jesus has come to us to be the light that we are to welcome into our lives, and he has come to soften us so that we might be reshaped more and more to resemble Jesus himself. If Fang were to ask us, “What did you give up for Lent?” Would we answer like Eno and say, “Movement,” or would we say, “Whatever in my life that causes me to be blind so that I may move closer and closer to Jesus”?
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