The Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time—2/9/14: 5:00 PM, 7:00 and 8:30 AM
	I have here some salt and a flashlight, but I also have here some hand sanitizer. Jesus powerfully proclaims today, “You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its taste, with what can it be seasoned?” and “You are the light of the world. They do not light a lamp and then put it under a bushel basket.” Powerful images, salt and light, and we experience their power so often in the food that we eat, every winter in the rock salt that melts all that snow. We experience their power every time we flip a switch when we walk into a dark room, every time we turn on those headlights as we drive our cars at night. But what is it that can make salt tasteless? What is it that can undo the power of light? I think it is spiritual hand sanitizer, the unwillingness to get our hands dirty when it comes to living as salt and as light. 
	Today’s first reading from the prophet Isaiah gives a very important nuance, an important extra insight, into what it means to be light and salt. Listen again to what Isaiah says, “Share your bread…, shelter the homeless; clothe the naked, and do not turn your back on your own. Then, your light shall break forth like the dawn, (then) your wound shall quickly be healed; (then) your vindication shall go before you, (then) the glory of the LORD shall be your guard.  In other words, as much as we want to be salt and light for the world as Jesus calls us to be, we can’t be that salt and light unless we are willing to get our hands dirty by personally getting involved with people, for example, those who hunger for physical or spiritual nourishment or when we listen patiently to others even though they may get under our skin. 
	In a very widely reported interview that he gave to a Jesuit interviewer and reported in Jesuit magazines shortly after he was elected, Pope Francis had this to say about the Church, “I can clearly see that what the Church needs today is the ability to heal wounds and warm the hearts of faithful, it needs to be by their side. I see the Church as a field hospital after a battle. It’s pointless to ask a seriously injured patient whether his cholesterol or blood sugar levels are high! It’s his wounds that need to be healed. The rest we can talk about later. Now we must think about treating those wounds. And we need to start from the bottom.” 
	When I first heard Pope Francis describe the“ the Church as a field hospital,” I immediately thought of a very popular TV program back in the 1970s and early 1980s was named “MASH” about a field hospital during the Korean War. The conditions where it was located were far from perfect, the doctors were far from perfect, the other service personnel were far from perfect, but still they all did what they could to tend to the wounds of those injured in battle bringing them back to health. By using that image of a MASH-type field hospital, Pope Francis is calling us to do the very same that Jesus today is asking us to do: to be willing to get involved, to get our hands dirty as it were, in the warfare we call life in this often heartless, unbelieving, unloving planet that we call Earth. But why should we get so involved? Simply because that’s exactly what Jesus did for us and continues to do for us. He got his hands dirty, he got involved by being born among us, by living among us, by healing the sick though he was tired, by talking with the scribes and Pharisees who got under his skin, by feeding those who were hungry physically as well as spiritually. And Jesus wants to continue to do that same healing work through our hands, mine, yes, but also just as importantly yours too. 
	Maybe a place to start is for us to ask ourselves, using Pope Francis’s words, who do I know, who in my family, who among my relationships needs (me to help) heal (their) wounds, (to) warm (their) hearts, to be by their side? Let’s not be afraid to get our hands dirty in being salt and light for our world today because we worship a God who got his hands dirty for us. 

