Homily - 5th Sunday of Lent - C
Deacon Frank Prideaux
It looks like we've missed the worst of the weather.Happy Saint Patrick's Day.    I hope you ALL have a wonderful time today.
Now, a little bit about our new pope, Pope Francis and how today's readings might apply both to him and to us.    I heard him talk yesterday about why he chose the name Francis, after Francis of Assisi.      He choose it because of his deep relationship to the poor and underprivileged.     This is especially meaningful to me because I was born and grew up in San Francisco, whose patron saint just happens to be Francis of Assisi, and I was baptized as Francis.      So, I have always has a close connection to Francis of Assisi, who had four main teachings: 1) Always preach the Gospel, and, if necessary, use words ; 2) Rebuild the Church;  3) Be a radical disciple; and 4) Have love for the outcast.  This was the way that our new Pope Francis led his flock in Argentina.      He lived very simply and humbly, was concerned with the poor, cooked his own meals, and cooked meals for the poor.     He preached the Gospel by the way he lived and treated everyone.
In our 1st reading from Isaiah, we hear the Lord give us a challenge:
See, I am doing something new
In the desert I make a way
In the wasteland, rivers
For my chosen people to drink.
As cardinal, Francis focused on "rebuilding the Church".       Rebuilding the Church is a major task for Pope Francis in the years ahead.    There have been a variety of scandals, financial and otherwise.    Fewer and fewer Catholics consider themselves to be active Catholics.   Pope Francis has a solid reputation for being a good manager and for addressing the needs of the youth.
What can you and I do?    The first thing I think of is to invite our families and neighbors who may not be coming regularly to Church – for whatever reason – to come and visit us and give us a honest try.    We can help rebuild the Church, bit by bit.
In Paul's letter to the Philippians we hear a challenge:
For the Lord's sake I have forfeited everything
I have accounted all else rubbish so that Christ may be my wealth and I may be in Him
I give no thought to what lies behind, but push on to what is ahead
Pope Francis is, without a doubt, a radical disciple of Christ.    As priest, bishop, and cardinal in Argentina, and now in his 1st few days as Pope, he has not lived as most other bishops and cardinals have lived.  He has forfeited the luxuries of office and chosen to be more Christ-like.
How can you and I be radical disciples of Christ?     The simplest way is to put aside our pride, and to show compassion and love to each and every person we meet; to see Christ in everyone.
In the Gospel, we hear Jesus challenge us with the love and compassion for:
the woman accused of adultery.
The Pharisees were about to kill her by throwing stones at her, but Jesus intervened, and eventually said Nor do I condemn you.     You may go.
In this Gospel, we also notice that Jesus did not have a verbal confrontation with the Pharisees; he had compassion for them.    He also simply showed love and compassion for the woman.
In his homily today, the Pope said: “Mercy is the Lord's most powerful message.”   Pope Francis, as bishop and cardinal, continually showed his love and compassion for the outcast, by the amount of time he spent with them, helping them and feeding them.
How can you and I show love for the outcast among us?    How about by simply loving everyone and not judging them?
The final question is: can we accept the challenges of Isaiah, Paul,  and John?
Summarizing: if you and I always preach the gospel by the way we live, we can't help but rebuild the church, and if we have love and compassion for everyone, we will naturally become radical disciples.


Prayer of Generosity
St. Ignatius Loyola
Lord Jesus, teach me to be generous;
teach me to serve you as you deserve,
to give and not to count the cost,
to fight and not to heed the wounds,
to toil and not to seek for rest,
to labor and not to seek reward,
except that of knowing that I do your will.
Amen.
