Feast of the Ascension—5/17/15
In 1969, the Beatle George Harrison wrote the song Something for their album Abby Road. If have as much “silver hair” as I do, you might remember the words which go like this, Something in the way she moves Attracts me like no other lover Something in the way she woos me I don't want to leave her now You know I believe and how…You're asking me will my love grow I don't know, I don't know You stick around and it may show I don't know, I don't know. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=slv_3OLs6po) The singer Frank Sinatra, who knew a lot about love songs, once described this Harrison song as “the most perfect love song ever written.” Indeed, it is a truly beautiful song, but, for my money, I think that that title of “the most perfect love song ever written” could also be applied to a song recorded a couple years after George Harrison’s Something, a song that would not have the same fame as Something, but a song which also was comprised of very powerful words about love, a song sung by Perry Como, a song entitled It’s Impossible. Its words go like this: It's impossible Tell the sun to leave the sky It is just impossible; It's impossible Ask a baby not to cry It's just impossible…Can the ocean Keep from rushin' to the shore? It's just impossible If I had you Could I ever want for more? It's just impossible…For to live without your love It's just impossible. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bSvWLri9zZ0)
     The term, “The Great Commission,” applies to the words we just heard from St. Mark’s Gospel, words that we also find, with slight variation, in St. Mathew’s and St. Luke’s Gospels, words that Jesus speaks to his apostles as he is about to leave them after the Resurrection, words commissioning his apostles to go forth into the world, Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. You and I have received that same commission. You and I too have been sent forth to go and make disciples, teaching them to live everything Jesus has commanded us. But the question that I think so much challenges us is: can we say the same thing about our living that commission as Perry Como says about love, that it’s impossible for us not to go forth and make disciples, that it’s impossible for us not to teach them to live everything that Jesus has commanded us? Unfortunately it’s way too easy, way too possible, for us not to go forth, for us not to make disciples, for us not to teach them to live everything that Jesus has commanded us. 

     As you might remember, earlier this week a Pew Research Center study was released (http://www.stltoday.com /lifestyles/faith-and-values/study-americans-becoming-less-christian-more-secular/article_8c771564-4e13-50aa-808a-b6bd08ae7326.html) showing how the number of folks describing themselves as believers in God is shrinking and that those who reported themselves as agnostic or as an atheist is growing. While there are many potential factors influencing that decline, I wonder if the primary factor might be that we Catholics, that we Christians, are not as sincere in the living of our faith as we need to be. If, as believers, our faith and the living of that faith don’t influence us significantly, then what is there to draw others, to motivate others, to become believers? Our hearing of that Great Commission again today calls us to embrace Jesus’ summons with greater sincerity, with greater enthusiasm. But how can we embrace that call with greater sincerity and enthusiasm?

     I think it all goes back to love, and I think that George Harrison’s Something and Perry Como’s It’s Impossible point the way to us. How often do we take the time to wonder at, to be in awe of, the fact that God loves us? How intensely do we let ourselves feel that love? 

     I have just now finished an audio book by Dr. Gary Chapman called “The Five Love Languages” which describes five various ways that couples express their love: words of affirmation, quality time, giving gifts, works of service, and physical touch. The problem he points out is that so often couples don’t know each other’s love language, and, when they don’t receive the love language that they desire, their (what he calls) “emotional love tank” becomes empty which results in much unhappiness in that couple’s marriage often leading to divorce. I think his words apply to our relationship with God. If we don’t take the time we need to take to experience God’s love for us, our spiritual love tank becomes empty, leading us to fail to heed Jesus’ words in that Great Commission.

     What does it take to let God fill our spiritual love tank? It goes back again to Dr. Chapman’s five love languages: words of affirmation, quality time, giving gifts, works of service, and physical touch. By “words of affirmation,” I mean listening God’s words of love spoken to us through the Scripture. By “quality time,” I mean making special times throughout the day to think about the fact that God is as close to us as is that air. As I like to say, we are like fish; as a fish is surrounded by water so are we surrounded by the presence of God. By “giving gifts,” I mean taking time to think about all the gifts that God has given us, from the gift of human existence, the gift of the Eucharist, to the people who love us. By “works of service,” I mean looking at Jesus on that cross, admiring the love that that cross proclaims. And by “physical touch,” I mean touching that cross, touching the nails, touching the crown of thorns, touching that spear wound in his side. 

