Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday: 4/1/18—8:00 PM, 9:30 AM
[bookmark: _GoBack]     Whenever I have to answer Nature’s call in the middle of the night, I always turn on my clock-radio which is always tuned to KMOX. But turning on that radio in the middle of the night is rather dangerous for me because often I get involved in listening to whatever is being broadcast on KMOX at that time and wind up losing time listening when I should be sleeping. 
     On early Sunday mornings, KMOX broadcasts old time radio shows, ones often originally broadcast before I was born. There was one I heard recently that really caught my attention. It was about what-we-would-call-nowadays an extraterrestrial, a visitor to our planet from some other planet in the universe. It described her as having extraordinary powers and extraordinary wisdom. Shortly before this female visitor from outer space returned to her spaceship and to her planet, the human who had befriended her commented on how her civilization was so far advanced over ours, and he speculated that the reason why it was so advanced must have been because their civilization was so much older than ours. The woman visitor from outer space said that it wasn’t so and that their civilization was exactly as old as our human civilization. She explained, though, that the reason that her civilization was so much farther advanced than ours in so many ways was because their Adam and Eve had said “No.” 
     What an intriguing thought! How different would our world be if the first humans had said “No” to the tempter rather than having said “Yes.” Look at all the bad stuff that has stemmed from their “Yes” to the invitation of the devil: violence, hatred, fear, selfishness among other things that do not serve us well. Again imagine how different our world would be if they had said “No” instead of “Yes.” Would that we could go back and undo that decision, but we cannot. However, what we celebrate on this Easter Day is that Jesus could and Jesus did. What we celebrate on Easter is how Jesus undid their “Yes” and turned it into a “No.” 
     By his dying and rising, Jesus has overturned the effects of Adam and Eve’s decision. By his dying and rising, Jesus has restored to that original relationship, that original friendship, that original intimacy that Adam and Eve had with God before the Fall. And, by his dying and rising, Jesus has shown us the way and has given us the power to undo all that Adam and Eve’s “Yes” led to. I think the question for us is, how willing are well to live by that relationship, that friendship, that intimacy with God that Jesus has given to us and established for us?
     The apple--Adam and Eve and the apple. Did you know that the fruit described in third chapter of the Book of Genesis is not identified? From what I understand, this forbidden fruit was first identified as an apple in a book called Pilgrim’s Progress written by John Bunyan in 1678.
     The apple. In a sense, the devil continues to present to us that apple each day, tempting us to turn away from that new relationship that Jesus has lavished on us. Every temptation we face is that apple offered to us again. In that radio broadcast that I described earlier, their civilization was so far advanced because their Adam and Eve said “No.” While we can’t undo our Adam and Eve’s “Yes,” but by our “No” to those apples that the devil presents to us each day, we can little bit by little bit we can continue in our time to undo their “Yes,” and little bit by little bit making God’s love more and more seen and more and more known leading to the upbuilding of the Kingdom of God on Earth. 
     On this Easter day, as we remember and celebrate that Jesus, by his death and Resurrection, has undone that original Fall brought about by Adam and Eve, may we commit ourselves to continuing Jesus’ work in our time, rejecting that apple in whatever way it is presented to us each day and opening ourselves to God’s power so we can duplicate the work of Jesus in our time.  

