Pentecost: 5/15/16—All Masses
     One of my favorite sayings is the definition of “coincidence” as being “a small miracle in which God chooses to act anonymously.” Whether or not the following incident could be described in this way, as “a small miracle in which God chooses to act anonymously,” I will let you decide.
     Some time ago, I came across this audio CD entitled, 7 Reasons To Be Catholic by Dr. Peter Kreeft. It’s a Lighthouse Catholic Media CD like the ones we offer to you regularly in the kiosk in our Gathering Space. I really don’t know where I got it. I thought that I might have ordered copies of it sometime in the past, but Lighthouse had no record of us having done so. On this CD, Dr. Kreeft tells his own story of being a Calvinist minister and how he came to join the Catholic Church. I was so impressed was I when I heard his story that I thought about ordering enough copies of it so that each of our households could be given a copy of it, but that was going to cost over $2000 to do so, an amount that wasn’t in our parish’s budget. Realizing that fact but still wanting to share it with you, so impressed was I by it, I was seriously thinking about buying out of my own pocket until about a month ago, when I got a phone call from the Little Sisters of the Poor in North St. Louis. A couple of months ago, I purchased some raffle tickets they were selling, a purchase that I had totally forgotten about, until Sister Paul Mary, the superior at their nursing home in St. Louis, called and told me that I had won the second prize in that raffle, $3000! Here is a copy of that check. The very next day I called Lighthouse and purchased 850 of these CDs, again one per household. You will be able to pick them up at the doors of the Church after Mass.
     I have here a hammer. A hammer knocks things, pounds on things, forces things, especially nails into wooden surfaces. The title of this CD, 7 Reasons To Be Catholic, sounds like a spiritual hammer, doesn’t it? It sounds like a hammer that you can use to beat someone over the head to say that we Catholics are right and you are wrong, but I am definitely not offering it to you as a hammer. I am more offering it to you as a security blanket, like the old Peanuts cartoon character Linus’ security blanket. I am offering it to us all so that we all can have a greater comfort and confidence in our own beliefs as Catholics, comfort and confidence so that we might have a better appreciation of what we as Catholics have to offer to others and to the world.
     Today, as we know, there are all different forms of Christianity: Lutherans, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, United Church of Christ, Methodists, Baptists, non-denominational Christians, and the like. Because of all the diversity among Christians, choosing one’s brand of Christianity can be like shopping at the grocery store. There we are tempted to buy one product or another because it has a fancier label or because it’s cheaper than another rather than choosing it because we read the label. It’s always important to read the label. This CD gives us the chance to read the label of why we are Catholics and the nutrition that our Catholic Christianity offers to us and to our world.
     A few moments ago, in the Gospel, we heard Jesus say to the apostles as he also says to us, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” And we heard the apostles take those first steps in reaching out to others in the reading from the Acts of the Apostles when it states, “They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim.” We are called to do the same thing, and we proclaim that same Good News by the same love and kindness and mercy that Jesus has first shown us. But before we can offer it to others, we first must understand what we have to offer and have confidence in it as being true. 
     Again, you and I are sent by Jesus as were the first apostles to do the very same thing that they did: to proclaim the love, the light, the hope, the truth, the Good News as Jesus and the apostles did, but using hammers never works. What does work is our confidently, joyfully, and lovingly extending the hand of welcome to all those who are searching. Please take one of these CDs home with you. Please don’t listen to it only once but listen to it several times. I also encourage you to even use it as your source of prayer especially this week. Let it build in you that same sense of comfort and confidence which leads to true joy like the apostles had. 
     My winning this check for $3000 could be very accurately described as a “small miracle in which God chooses to act anonymously.” However, for that small miracle to have happened, I first had to buy a raffle ticket to take a chance. Otherwise, I wouldn’t have won that second prize in that raffle sponsored by the Little Sisters of the Poor. 
     We are all sent to be proclaimers of the Good News of Jesus as were the apostles, and we are sent to do so in the power of the Holy Spirit as they had. Just as I made an investment in that Little Sisters of the Poor raffle, so we all are called to make an investment in our faith. Your listening to this CD is part of that investment. Doing so then will allow us to be more comfortable, more confident, and more appreciative of the gift we have received. Then with confidence, joy, and love, we can proclaim that same Good News of Jesus to others and to the world. 
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