The Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God: 1/1/2015: 5:00 PM and 8:30 AM
     I think it’s interesting to see how we use combinations of letters as short cuts in referring to groups or institutions. When doing so, one has to be careful because those same combinations of letters can refer to very different groups with the same initials. For example, the letters MIA can mean “Missing In Action” or  “Miami International Airport” or “Minneapolis Institute of Arts.” Another such combination of letters would be DOA which depending on the group you’re with means “Department of Agriculture” or “Department of the Army” or “Dead On Arrival” or “Dead or Alive” as in “wanted dead or alive.” I had some knee pain a week ago and so went to our parishioner Dr. Paul Spezia who is an orthopedist. When there, I heard him say to the attendant that I had OA, and I asked what OA stood for. He said, “Osteoarthritis,” and I was glad to know that he wasn’t suggesting that I attend an Overeaters Anonymous group.
     I have here a bag of M&Ms. Do you know what the Ms stand for? Mars and Murrie, Forrest Mars and Bruce Murrie, the inventors of M&Ms. Several years ago in a previous parish, it was the Feast of the Transfiguration of Jesus, August 6, and as part of the homily I distributed to the folks little bags of M&Ms. I told them that I hope they’d enjoy the candy inside but that what I really wanted them to do was to keep the empty bags and to put them somewhere where they would see them every day because the feast of the Transfiguration called us to be aware of the “Marvels and Miracles” that surround us each day, particularly the marvel and the miracle of God’s love and the various forms of that love we experience each day.
    The sad news for all of you today is that I am not going to do the same; I am not going pass out packets of M&Ms today as part of this homily, but I would ask that you note bags of M&Ms when you see them through- out this new year because, in a sense, this is what every new year calls us to do, to see, Marvels and Miracles. 
     Today we heard these words from St. Luke’s Gospel, The shepherds went in haste to Bethlehem and found Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known the message that had been told them about this child. All who heard it were amazed by what had been told them by the shepherds. And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart. Again, note that Mary today is described as having kept all these things, having treasured all these things, and reflecting on them in her heart. She feasted on the Marvel and Miracle of the birth of her Son, the birth of our Redeemer who was honored by the shepherds and by what they’d been told by the individual angel as well as the multitude of angels singing God’s praises, and I wonder how much she had to draw upon those treasured thoughts as she heard the rumors as her Son began his preaching and especially how much she had to draw upon them as she watched his Passion from the foot of the cross. As we face this new year, we are also called to do as Mary did, keeping, treasuring, reflecting on these Marvels and Mysteries in our hearts too.
     Besides keeping the letters M&M in our minds and hearts this year, I think we also need to keep in mind two other letters: H&H, not H&H Glassworks, a company that installs glass doors here in St. Charles, and not H&H Trailers, a company that sells trailers in Iowa. The H&H I’m talking about would be Hunger and Humility, “hunger” as in hunger for God, and “humility” in the sense of being open to the presence of God in our lives. Without a “hunger” for God, God becomes a “take it or leave it” option for us, rather than the One who gives us ultimate meaning, the One whom we can’t live without. Without “humility,” the presence of God becomes like a thunderstorm on parched land where the rain runs right off rather than sinking in. With humility, we welcome God as a spring shower who refreshes us and enables growth to take place in us. 
     These are the keys to our living this New Year: M&Ms standing for “Marvels and Miracles,” that is, keeping, treasuring, and reflecting on the Marvel and Miracle of God’s love for us and H&H standing for “Hunger and Humility,” that is, throughout this new year, always fostering our hunger for God’s presence in our lives and humbly welcoming him into our hearts each day. 
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