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3rd Sunday of Easter 







Deacon Mark 
May 1, 2022
Acts: 5:27b-32, 40b-41
Revelation 5:11-14
John: 21:1-19
The saga we just heard of Jesus’s third appearance to the apostles after his death and Resurrection can be quite captivating.  We can easily lose ourselves in all the details about Peter, be side-tracked, and not perceive its relevance in our lives.  Without any effort, we can veer off in the direction of analyzing and rationalizing Peter’s behavior instead of trying to see how I relate to the character of Peter and the Gospel message relates to me.     
For example, Peter saying “I’m going fishing.”  He had just experienced a major upheaval in his life.  Perhaps having had such an experience ourselves or knowing a friend who had, we can empathize with his frustration, his disappointment, his feelings of loss, and grief.  After all, going back to the way life was before the upheaval, the returning to what is familiar and comfortable is often seen as a “normal” and understandable response.  
So as the account continues, the question is: does failure, disappointment, or grief cause me to turn back to my old ways, the worldly life without Jesus?  Or do we realize by Jesus’s calling out to Peter and the other apostles that he is subtly reminding them, as well as each of us, that despite what we have experienced, nothing has changed with respect to his call to follow him and his presence in our lives.      
Another aspect in our gospel that can distract us is Jesus’s questioning of Peter three times beginning with: “do you love me more than these?”  One has to wonder, was Jesus waving his arms across the shore, the water, the boat, and all the fishing gear and asking if Peter loved the fishing lifestyle more than the one Jesus had invited him to.  

Or was Jesus’s question intended to motivate Peter’s sincerity and commitment by creating competition in comparing his love to that of the other apostles?    
Or better yet, was the repetition three times: Do you love Me, Jesus’s way of reprimanding Peter or putting him down because of his three denials?  Was Jesus looking to even the score? 
The correct answer to these three possible scenarios is: “none of the above.”  Jesus wasn’t questioning Peter’s love.  Rather, He was encouraging Peter to put his past behind him and move forward?  He was telling Peter, as well as each of us, that our past should not be an obstacle, a roadblock to responding to his call.  

Our gospel is more than the account of Jesus revealing himself to the apostles the third time.  It is the challenge for each of us to respond daily to his invitation to feed and tend His sheep 
But as we heard in the first reading and probably know all too well from our own lived experiences, to respond to his call to follow him, that is, to tend his sheep and to feed his sheep is definitely not the path of least resistance and is not always easy.  In fact, to follow Jesus, as he clearly demonstrated by his life and death, comes with a cost, the cost of dying to self for the sake of another.        
The choice to follow Jesus, to be a disciple is ultimately ours. Let us pray that with the help of the Risen Christ and our encounters with him in the Eucharist, we will be empowered to emulate the discipleship of Peter in our daily lives so that others may be fed and come to know and experience Jesus and his unconditional love.                 

