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 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time (Feast of St. Louis)


                  Deacon Mark
August 21, 2022
Isaiah 66:18-21
Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13
Luke 13:22-30

I don’t know about you, but the gospel we just heard made me a little uneasy.  If I had been sitting, I would have been squirming in the pew.  It, as well as the first reading, talk about the unknown and ominous End Times.  Yet, the first reading indicates that salvation is offered to all people.  All are welcome, brothers and sisters from all nations despite diversity of cultures, language, and politics.  They will come to my holy mountain.  The gospel is even more descriptive.  There will be people from the east and west, the north and south reclining at the table in the kingdom of God. 

They make it sound readily accessible and inclusive.  So, what makes me uncomfortable?  Both passages make it crystal clear that salvation is not guaranteed.  No privilege or heritage like being a chosen people, a descendant of Abraham or Moses, and even being an acquaintance of Jesus makes it automatic, a slam dunk.  No matter how comfortable or confident we may be, to hear the words of Jesus: “Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I tell you, will attempt to enter, but will not be strong enough.” can be mentally and spiritually deflating.        

But lest we lose hope by focusing on this statement, I suggest to you that God did not create the narrow gate that limits or restricts our access to eternal salvation.  That’s the good news.  The bad news is that we create it!  We create it simply by refusing to give up our attitudes such as selfishness and entitlement and self-centeredness and exclusivity.  We create it by our refusal to imitate Jesus by our lives, both in word and deed.  

Nevertheless, our readings, particularly the gospel, are not intended to intimidate or scare us.  Rather they are meant to be a stark wake up call of the consequences that come from tempered or limited participation in living a committed discipleship way of life.  We have all been invited to follow the example of Jesus; to be welcoming and accepting with love, compassion, and mercy of both saint and sinner, to be kind and gentle, and not judging, excluding, or condemning.  
Each of us has been invited to pass through the narrow gate by sharing the gift of ourselves, completely and unconditionally as did Jesus not just with those we know and like and not only when it suites my needs.  As in the case of all invitations, including the invitations from God, we have the freedom to accept it or reject it.  But this one is different. It is not just a one-time yes or no.  It requires a daily response from us that we will be journeying with Jesus to Jerusalem and that we will accepting of all the trials may entail along the way including the cross.  My friends, this is how we will enter through the narrow gate.  By looking upon and interacting with others as Jesus did: with love and not indifference, with acceptance and not prejudice, with compassion and not apathy.  
The invitation of our readings is not to action motivated by fear of being cast out and spending eternity in hell, but an invitation to action motivated by self-sacrifice, humility, and service enabling us to pass through the narrow gate and take a seat at the eternal banquet table.  How will I RSVP? 
