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6th Sunday of Easter 







Deacon Mark 
May 22, 2022
Acts: 15:1-2, 22-29
Revelation 21:10-14,22-23
John: 14:23-29
Sometimes it can be difficult to discern how a scripture passage relates to us and our lives in this day and age.  But such is not the case with today’s first reading.  Oh, it may seem like it is centered on the controversy over circumcision, but as the saying goes, that is only the tip of the iceberg.

There is a word whose meaning clearly reflects the controversy related in the first reading.  And that word is “paradigm” which can be defined as the standard, the norm, the way we have always done it.  

One can just imagine the rigidity of the Jews saying we are still God’s chosen people regardless of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  This is the way it has always been, and our ways, our laws, and our attitudes are not going to change.  
Paul, Barnabas, the apostles, elders, and the church in Jerusalem were Jews too.  But they obviously experienced what could be described as a paradigm shift.  They were open to the Holy Spirit of which the gospel says: “he will teach you everything and remind you of all I have told you.”  Had they not been open to his guidance, Christianity would have ended being nothing more than a Jewish sect and the church as we know it may not have come to be.

Over the centuries, the church has experienced many paradigm shifts inspired by the Holy Spirit.  The most recent of these was the Second Vatican Council in the mid 60’s.  Guided by the Holy Spirit, the church brought us to a new level of involvement and opportunity for a deeper and more intimate relationship with the Father and the Son by changing “the way we have always done it”.  Changes such as the Mass, our greatest prayer, being in the language we know and can understand, the introduction of lay lectors and communion ministers, and the reception of Communion in the hand just to name the most obvious.  

There is no doubt that there were and still are those who resisted and even refused accept the shift or change much like the Jews in our first reading.

That brings us to the present day where we, the church of the Archdiocese of St. Louis, are on the verge of the opportunity for another paradigm shift known as “All Things New”.  The challenge to each of us is which group of Jews in the first reading are we going to imitate?  Are we going to be like the rigid Jews digging our heals in and demanding adherence to the old ways, the way it has always been limiting the spread of the Gospel and vibrance of the church?  Or are we going to be like the Jews, Paul, Barnabas, the apostles, elders, Barsabbas, Silas, and the church in Jerusalem following the guidance of the Holy Spirit?  In short will we be open and embrace a paradigm shift for the sake of the Gospel and our church?

But as I said in the beginning, this is only the tip of the iceberg.  The bottom-line question is: am I going to remain rigid and closed with respect to my opinions and attitudes in all aspects of my life; aspects such as the priority of God in my life, the marginalized of society, the earth and its resources, my openness to and acceptance of others regardless of their culture or religious affiliation.  Will I accept the Holy Spirit promised by Christ, who will teach me everything and remind me of all he has told me?  

             Change is always difficult!  Am I up to the challenge?
